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Washington, DC -- Congressman John W. Olver (D- 1st District) announced                today that the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC)                has been awarded at $52,000 grant from the Economic Development                Administration (EDA) of the U. S. Department of Commerce. The grant                will be used to provide economic planning and technical assistance                to the 22 communities in North Central Massachusetts.

"I am deeply committed to improving the economic climate of North                Central," Olver said. "For almost ten years I have worked closely                with MRPC to access federal programs that would benefit the Montachusett                region."

Olver added, "Since MRPC began receiving economic development funds                in 1994, I have been impressed by their efforts to address key problems                and to develop goals which will lead to a healthy economic environment                throughout North Central."

The EDA grant is critical to continuing the progress that MRPC                had made thus far in addressing economic development issues in the                area. Grants issued under EDA are specifically targeted to create                or retain full-time permanent jobs and income for the unemployed                and underemployed in areas of economic distress.

The Economic Development Administration was established under the                Public Works and Economic Development Act of 1965 to generate jobs,                help retain existing jobs, and stimulate industrial and commercial                growth in economically-distressed areas of the United States. EDA                assistance is available to rural and urban areas across the United                States who are experiencing high unemployment, low income, or other                severe economic distress.
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